
St. Matthews Fire Protection District 
 

2011 — 2012 
 
 

This is one of many sections that contain information, documents, letters, newspaper 
articles, pictures, etc. of the St. Matthews Fire Protection District.  They have been 
collected and arranged in chronological order.  These items were collected, 
organized and entered into a computerized database by Al Ring. Last revised in 
2023. 
 
There were many people who helped with this project over the years, however 3 
deserver special mention.  Rick Albers, John M. Monohan, Jr. and Jack Monohan. 
 
All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the 
reader should remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles.  
This also applies to other items such as documents, letters, etc.  Credit to the source 
of the documents, photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available.  We realize that 
many items are not identified and regret that we weren’t able to provide this 
information.  As far as the newspaper articles that are not identified, 99% of them 
would have to be from one of three possible sources.  The Courier-Journal, The 
Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications. 
 
Please use this information as a reference tool only.  If the reader uses any of the 
information for any purpose other than a reference tool, they should get permission 
from the source.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 2011 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fire District Tax Distribution: 
 

 

 



2011 

January 6, 2011, The Courier-Journal: 



2011 

January 6, 2011, The Courier-Journal: January 6, 2011, http://www.whas11.com/news/Mayor-
Fischer-institutes-Merger-20-Task-Force-
113034619.html# 
  



2011 

January 6, 2011, http://www.wave3.com/story/13798518/mayor-fischer-creates-merger-20-task-
force?clienttype=printable 

 
January 13, 2011, Letter:   



2011 

January 13, 2011, Trustee meeting: 



2011 
 

January14, 2011, The Courier-Journal: 

 



2011 

January14, 2011, The Courier-Journal: 

  



2011 
 

January 18, 2011, Letter:       January 25, 2011, Letter:   



2011 

January 28, 2011, The Courier-Journal: 

Louisville Fire & Rescue Sgt. Shawn Abma 
walks out of the charred remains of the Bailey 
home, which was destroyed early Christmas 
morning by a fire that killed brothers Solon L. 
Bailey, 12, and William T. "Liam" Bailey, 10.
(By Matt Stone, The Courier-Journal) Dec. 29, 
2009 (Matt Stone) 



2011 

January 31, 2011, STMFD Balance Sheet:   January 31, 2011, STMFD Incident Report 



2011 

February 2, 2011, The Courier-Journal: 



2011 
February 4, 2011, Chief’s letter:    February 9, 2011, Trustee meeting: 



2011 
February 9, 2011, Trustee meeting:   February 21, 2011, FOX41.com:   NOTE:  

This was posted on STMFD web site, so I as-
sume they responded to this accident., 

 
 
February, 2011, St. Matthews Living: 



2011 

February 28, 2011, STMFD Incident Report:  March 7, 2011, Chief Seng letter: 



2011 

March 2, 2011, The Courier-Journal 



2011 

March 10, 2011, Trustee meeting: 



2011 

March 31, 2011, STMFD Incident Report: 



2011 
Spring 2011, The Leader: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spring, 2011, The City of St. 
Matthews web site on fire 
service:                District 
Map 



2011 

April 11, 2011, Chief Seng letter:    April 14, 2011, Trustee Meeting: 



2011 

April 14, 2011, Trustee Meeting: 



2011 
April 14, 2011, STMFD: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
End of April—Harrods Creek Station 2 (River 
Road) moved apparatus and men to STMFD 
Station 2. 
Two men in kayaks paddle through a neigh-
borhood inundated with flood waters off River 
Rd. near Blankenbaker. (By Pat McDonogh, 
The Courier-Journal) April 26, 2011 
 
The intersection of River Rd. and Zorn Ave-
nue shows the rising flood waters of the Ohio 
River. (By Pat McDonogh, The Courier-
Journal) April 26, 2011 



2011 
April 27, 2011, The Courier-Journal:  May 10, 2011, WHAS11:                 Lyndon’s aer-

ial was out of service so STMFD was called. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2011 
May 10, 2011, WHAS11:                 Lyndon’s aerial was out of service so STMFD was called. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2011 

May 10, 2011, WHAS11:                 Lyndon’s aerial was out of service so STMFD was called. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 2011 

May 9, 2011, Chief Seng letter:    May 9, 2011, STMFD: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2011 

May 12, 2011, Trustee Meeting:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2011 

May 12, 2011, Trustee Meeting:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2011 
May 17, 2011, WAVE3:          May 31, 2011, The Courier-Journal:                  

           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2011 
June 5, 2011, The Courier-Journal:                  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



2011 

June 6, 2011, Chief Seng letter:                           
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2011 

June 7, 2011, WHAS11.com:                  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



2011 
June 7, 2011, WHAS11.com:                  

June 7, 2011, WAVE3:                  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 



2011 

June 8, 2011, Chief Seng letter:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2011 

June 9, 2011, The Voice-Tribune: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2011 

June 13, 2011, Trustee Meeting: 

June 15, 2011, The Voice-Tribune:                             
St. Matthews Community Festival 
 



2011 
June 20, 2011:  PDF: 

 



2011 
 

June 22, 2011:  A Tornado an very heavy rains hit the Louisville area.  I listened on the Radio-
graphic and the alarm office wasn’t even using tones, just calling the different departments and 
giving them runs.  At the time I listened Jeffersontown got the most runs.  They were staked up.   
 
Note from Rick Tonini—St. Matthews had no damage at all. (we made 5 nothing single company 
runs) Only heavy rain and a little wind. The storm was unusual because the storm was very com-
pact and carried a lot of rain. I was in the Community Center when the sirens went off and there 
was absolutely no sign of any weather approaching on the horizon. A short time later firefighters 
from PRP started reporting funnel clouds in the sky but not on the ground. The clouds came east 
and then Camp Taylor reported these clouds over Poplar Level and I-264. The news later reported 
a touch down at Churchill Downs and general area of the barns and neighborhood. I barns were 
damaged and the buildings around Floyd and Central received major damage. The cloud again 
went airborne and followed the Watterson Expressway passing directly over the store (The 
Springs) I watched the storm pass overhead. When the storm reached Jeffersontown it again 

dropped to the ground 
and did some damage to 
homes and Bluegrass In-
dustrial Park commercial 
buildings. The 73 Torna-
do was totally different 
and did damage to every 
property in its path. This 
storm was very selective 
and did very little dam-
age over all. If it had 
missed Churchill it would 
not have made national 
news. 
 
We did have a working 
house fire at 412 Cornell. 
Came in as working 
structure fire with a res-
cue (6:45pm). The home 
was occupied by a 98 year 
old lady who lived alone. 
A limb from a tree in the 
back yard fell and dam-
aged the electrical drop 
from the pole. The base-
ment caught fire. When 
Stuart arrived on scene 
with smoke showing and 
no rescue. The fire fight-

ers did a great job of 
containing the fire to 
the basement and pre-
venting most damage 
on the first and second 
floors, (minor smoke 
damage). I assisted the 
elderly homeowner to 
understand the damage 
and get security repairs 
started.  
 
June 23, 2011, The Cou-
rier-Journal: 
 

 
 
 
 

 



2011 

June 23, 2011, The Courier-Journal: 

 
June 26, 2011,  Note from Lyndon Chief Rakestraw—Around 4:30 am Sunday morning, there was 
a well involved house fire at 7506 Maria Court in Bancroft.  Unit 2658 was first in and then 1631 
and it was a defensive operation.  The residents were out of town and the cause is undetermined 
although lightning is a possibility.  Lyndon had one unit there (station 2 was browned out) with 
Worthington, St. Matthews, Harrods creek, Middletown & McMahan responding. 
 
Photo courtesy Wiley Brewer: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2011 

June 29, 2011,  Letter:      June 30, 2011,  Audit: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



2011 

July 11, 2011, Chief Seng letter: 
 
 



2011 

July 14, 2011, Trustee Meeting: 

 
 
 
 

 
 



2011 
 

July 2011:                         Board changes—  New Metro Mayor Greg Fischer does not 
want any appointed members on the Boards of Trustees serving more than 10 years 
and he is cracking down on his own appointments and making changes all across the 
county.  Along with that on STMFD Board, Jim Graven had already been replaced 
after resigning by Bill M. Lowdenback as of September 2010.  In June 2011 Gregory 
“Greg” M. Crabb was voted in as firefighters representative replacing John 
Volkerding.  Mayor Fischer is replacing Tom Eifler with Christine J. Kesler and 
Faye Ellerkamp is being replaced by Sarah Grider Cronan.  That leaves Jack Mono-
han and Rick Tonini as experienced Board members and Sam McCune who joined 
the Board in July 2009. 
 
New Member Gregory “Greg” M. Crabb 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2011 

July 2011,   New Trustee Christine J. Kesler   & Sarah Grinder Cronan 
 
Louisville Metro Council, May 31, 2011 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Louisville Metro Council, July 14, 2011 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Louisville Metro Council, July 28, 2011 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
July 14, 2011 Trustee Meeting:   
 
 
The Trustees are— 
 
Rick Tonini—Chairman 
Sam McCune—Secretary 
Christine J. Kesler —Treasurer   
Jack Monohan 
Greg Crabb 
Bill Lowdenback 
Sarah Grider Cronan  appointed July 28 
 



2011 
July 2011,   New Trustee Sarah Grider Cronan                  July 28, 2011 official: 
 
Courtesy,  http://www.stites.com/attorneys/49/sarah-grider-cronan 
 

 

 



2011 

July 31, 2011, Incident Report:    August 8, 2011, Chief Seng Letter: 

 



2011 
August 11, 2011, Trustee Meeting: 

 
 
 



2011 

August 14, 2011,  The Courier-Journal: 
August 14, Arizona Daily Star:                      The Courier-Journal: 
 

NOTE:  I listened from 
Tucson Arizona to Ra-
dioReference and Louisville 
called for a weather alert  
and I heard many, many 
runs dispatched to St. Mat-
thews and all surrounding 
departments. 



2011 

August 14, 2011,  The Courier-Journal: 
 

 



2011 

August 14, 2011,  The Courier-Journal: 
 



 2011 
August 14, 2011,  The Courier-Journal: 
 

Billboard crashed into the overhang of a Circle K Shell 
station on Bardstown Road. (By David R. Lutman, spe-
cial to The Courier-Journal) Aug. 13, 2011 

A tree snapped and crashed into a home at 3410 Warner. 
(By David R. Lutman, special to The Courier-Journal) 
Aug. 13, 2011 

Billboard crashed into the overhang of a Circle K Shell 
station on Bardstown Road. (By David R. Lutman, spe-
cial to The Courier-Journal) Aug. 13, 2011 

A tree blocked the street on Eline Ave near Lexington 
Road. (By David R. Lutman, special to The Courier-
Journal) Aug. 13, 2011 

Power lines and a tree blocked Bashford Manor Lane. 
(By David R. Lutman, special to The Courier-Journal) 
Aug. 13, 2011 

Power lines and a tree blocked Newburg Road at Trevilli-
an Way. (By David R. Lutman, special to The Courier-
Journal) Aug. 13, 2011 



2011 

August 14, 2011,  The Courier-Journal: 
 

Traffic was reduced to one lane after a tree fell across 
Breckinridge Lane in St. Matthews . (Photo by Ange-
la Shoemaker, Special to the Courier-Journal) August 

Traffic was reduced to one lane after a tree fell across 
Breckinridge Lane in St. Matthews . (Photo by Ange-
la Shoemaker, Special to the Courier-Journal) August 

Traffic was reduced to one lane after a tree fell across 
Breckinridge Lane in St. Matthews . (Photo by Ange-
la Shoemaker, Special to the Courier-Journal) August 

Traffic was reduced to one lane after a tree fell across 
Breckinridge Lane in St. Matthews . (Photo by Ange-
la Shoemaker, Special to the Courier-Journal) August 

Traffic was reduced to one lane after a tree fell across 
Breckinridge Lane in St. Matthews . (Photo by Ange-
la Shoemaker, Special to the Courier-Journal) August 

Several tree are down in Brown Park in St. Matthews 
following the storm . (Photo by Angela Shoemaker, 
Special to the Courier-Journal) August 13, 2011 



2011 
August 23, 2011,  The Courier-Journal:   August 23, 2011,  WAVE3TV: 

 
 

 

Rick Tonini, STMFD spokesmen 



2011 
August 24, 2011,  WLKYTV:    August 31, 2011,  Incident Report: 



2011 

September 2, 2011—Lyndon, Worthington, St. Matthews and Middletown responded.  Kitchen 
fire with lots of smoke and adult and a child rescued by ladder from the 2nd floor. 
 
September 3, 2011,  The Courier-Journal: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 4, 2011,  
WLKY.com: 



2011 

September 3, 2011,  WAVE3TV: 



2011 

September 3, 2011,  Chief Seng Letter: September 3, 2011,  District Certification:           Sent 
with letter— 



2011 

September 7, 2011,  WAVE3TV: 



2011 

September 8, 2011,  Trustee Meeting: 



2011 

September 15, 2011,  STMFD and Lyndon, made working house fire second floor of a 1 1/2 story 
at 3334 Willis Avenue.  Al Ring from Tucson called Wiley Brewer who made the run to take the 
pictures. 



2011 

September 15, 2011,  STMFD and Lyndon, made working house fire second floor of a 1 1/2 story 
at 3334 Willis Avenue.  Al Ring from Tucson called Wiley Brewer who made the run to take the 
pictures. 



2011 

September 15, 2011,  STMFD and Lyndon, made working house fire second floor of a 1 1/2 story 
at 3334 Willis Avenue.  Al Ring from Tucson called Wiley Brewer who made the run to take the 

pictures. 
 
NOTE from Rick Tonini—Great job! Fire in sec-
ond story master bedroom probably electrical 
from a window air-conditioning unit. 2634 forced 
entry at front door and advanced to second floor 
and extinguished the fire. 2658 laid in but did not 
charge supply line. 2659, and a Lyndon unit also 
made scene. Victim was gone for an hour and 
came home to find the fire department working 
on her house. Home owners were a young couple 
with a small son. 



2011 

September 15, 2011,  WAVE3TV: 



2011 

September22, 2011,  The Courier-Journal:                                             WHASTV: 



2011 
September21, 2011,  WAVE3TV:    September21, 2011,  WAVE3TV: 



2011 

September 22, 2011,  DogPostDaily.com:   September 22, 2011,  Butternut Court 
Fire:      Courtesy Wiley Brewer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 23, 2011,  Cleaning  apparatus floor 
Friday afternoon:      Courtesy Wiley Brewer 



2011 
September 30, 2011, Incident Report:   October 10, 2011, Chief Seng Letter: 



2011 
October 13, 2011, Trustee Meeting: 



2011 

October 31, 2011, Incident Report:   November 10, 2011, Chief Seng Letter: 



2011 

November 14, 2011, former STMFD firefighter William “Bill” Medina died. 
 
 



2011 
November 17, 2011, Trustee Meeting: 



2011 

November 18, 2011, The Courier-Journal: 
 
 



2011 

November 18, 2011, WAVE3TV: 
 

 

Rick Tonini 



2011 

November 18, 2011, WHAS11.com:   November 18, 2011, WDRB.com: 

 

 
 



2011 

November 18, 2011, Trustee and PIO Rick Tonini of STMFD: 
 
4:55pm St. Matthews and 5551 are dispatched to a structure fire in Cypress Point apartments. 
2602 arrived on scene a very short time later - nothing showing. He met with the maintenance 
man with a pass key. Stuart opened the door to find Heavy smoke and heat in the apartment and 
determined there would be a probable rescue. 2631 found a female victim on the floor of the front 
room. They removed the victim from the toxic environment only to discover she had already 
started riggers and had probably been dead for hours. The arson investigator and coroner have 
not yet announced their conclusions however we believe the fire raged in the apartment until the 
oxygen was consumed and eventfully put itself out. The apartment was heavily damaged by heat 
and smoke. When we opened the door to the apartment we expected a working fire because of the 
heat and smoke. The TV and computer had melted indicating extreme heat and fire. When the 
company advanced the line they never charged the line because there was no fire. The fire had 
self extinguished a long time prior its' discovery. We ventilated by opening the sliding door and 
the heat and smoke dissipated quickly in the apartment. The fire started in a couch area and most 
people believe the source of the ignition to be a cigarette. It is also believed the victim died from 
smoke inhalation. Neither is official, only opinion. 
 
The upstairs neighbor came home from work and smelled smoke. He called the office and they 
dispatched the maintenance man. He used his pass key to discover the fire and called for Fire. The 
lady had bricks behind the door and the door opening was sealed with duct tape, strange. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 19, 2011, 
WAVE3TV: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 19, 2011, The Courier-
Journal: 
 
 



2011 

November 22, 2011, The Courier-Journal: 
 
 



2011 

November 23, 2011, The Courier-Journal:                         
 Former STMFD firefighter 1948-1951   November 30, 2011, Incident Report: 
 

 
 



2011 

December 1, 2011, WHASTV:                          STMFD would have responded: 
        December 1, 2011, WLKYTV:  

  STMFD would have responded: 



2011 

December 2, 2011, Wave3TV:    STMFD would have responded: 
 
December 2, 2011, STMFD: 



2011 

December 4, 2011, From Rick Albers and Tick Tonini:                        STMFD responded to run: 
 
Late Sunday afternoon Harrods Creek responded to a possible river rescue which turned out to be 
not much.  Upon returning the Chief decided to stop by station two to use the rest room and upon 
entering found the kitchen on fire.  The crew must have been cooking when they made the run and 
poof the fire broke out.  It was a working fire in the station, mostly kitchen and the normal re-
sponse was sounded.  2631 was in St. Matthews at a “Light Up St. Matthews” event in Brown 
Park.  2631 was on static display with kids climbing in an out of the truck.  They got a run to 
Gloucester on a wire on a pole on fire. Frank Flynn called station two to ask if they could make the 
run. 2658 then responded to the Gloucester fire.   2658 diverted to that structure fire and 2631 
made the wire after Harrods creek called. Their station two career crews will be staying at 
STMFD station two for about for the next three months or so until they can fix the building. I do 
not know if their volunteers will respond to the fire building or their station one. Never did they 
say on the radio that this was their firehouse. 



2011 
December 5, 2011, Chief Seng Letter: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December 5, 2011, FF Combat Challenge: 



2011 

December 8, 2011 Trustee Meeting: 



2011 

December 11, 2011, The Courier-Journal: 



2011 

December 11, 2011, The Courier-Journal: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 11, 2011, WAVE3TV: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11, 2011, Photos courtesy Wiley Brewer: 



2011 

December 11, 2011, Photos courtesy Wiley Brewer: 

 



2011 
December 11, 2011, Photos courtesy Wiley Brewer: December 11, 2011, WLKY.com: 

December 11, 2011, WDRB.com: 

 



2011 

December 12, 2011, WHAS11.com: Note from Rick Tonini of STMFD: 
 
I was home (actually in bed) getting ready to go play 
golf. I knew nothing of the fire until Chief Seng called 
me to advise that two of our firefighters are being 
transported to University Hospital. This was actually a 
Lyndon fire where two of our guys and a Harrods 
Creek firefighter were hurt. I went directly to the hos-
pital. Moss Clore and Mike Frantz were the two St. 
Matthews firefighters hurt and a FF name Cliff (also a 
City Firefighter) were all taken to University. I talked 
with these guys and discovered this information. 
 
Harrods Creek station 2 was damaged by fire a week 
ago when they went out on a run and left grease on the 
stove. Since they cannot stay there while the building is 
being repaired they are now housed in our station 2 
between 8am and 8pm. The two crews were preparing 
a big Sunday morning breakfast when they both were 
dispatched on smoke in the apartment. The Harrods 
Creek engine went out first and was the first on the sce-
ne. When they turned the corner they could see grey 
smoke coming from a third floor apartment. (this com-
plex sits between US22 and US42 - between Austin's 
and Ballard High School). When they arrived on scene 
they found a female standing on the balcony trying to 
find fresh air to breath. They immediately raised a 
ground ladder to the balcony to get her down. Moss 
Clore raced up the ladder to help her down. The lady 
was very "big" maybe 400 lbs. The rail on the balcony 
was rather high and there was no way to have her 
climb over or to lift her. A second FF from Harrods 
Creek, Cliff was also on the balcony but the lady would 
not go down the ladder. Things went terribly wrong 
very quickly. The Harrods Creek pumper would not go 
in pumping gear. They had to take a line off 2658 to do 
an interior attack. In the mean time the two firefighters 
and the victim noticed the smoke had turned black and 
the heat became intense. Training took over and they 
moved the lady to the furthermost point of the deck 
and laid over her to protect her from the hell that was 
about to rain down on them. The apartment exploded 

in flame and a fireball shot from the balcony door like a flamethrower until units got there to 
knock down the flames. They had to wait to take the lady out through the apartment and down the 
inside stairs on a stretcher. The victim has internal burns in her airway and burns to her face and 
upper torso. 
 
The gear they were wearing is burnt up but it did a good jog saving their lives. Moss has burns to 
the backs of his hands, back of his head, back right shoulder and butt. The burn mark on his butt 
was in a "V" shape and they figured out that he had a wire cutting tool in his back bunkers pocket 
and the heat transferred through the gear and superheated the metal onto his butt. Cliff received 
burns to the top of his head and the third Firefighter Mike Frantz burned his hand on the rail of 
the ladder that twisted in the heat and is no longer serviceable. Cliff was released from the ER, 
Mike Frantz was released late last night. Moss is still in the hospital and is expected to go home 
late today or tomorrow. The lady is in critical condition but is expected to live. 

 

 



2011 

December 11, 2011, Courtesy Gregg Cobb: 



2011 

December 11, 2011, Courtesy Gregg Cobb: 

 
 
 
December 13, 2011, WHAS11.com: 



2011 
 

December 13, 2011, WHAS11.com: 

 
 
 
December 18, 2011, STMFD: 

 



2011 
December 22, 2011, WHAS11.com: 



2011 
December 30, 2011, Letter: 



2011 
December 31, 2011, Incident Report: 



2012 
January 5, 2012, WAVE3TV:                                                         FOX 
 

 
 
 
January 5, 2012, WHASTV:                                                     January 5, 2012, WLKYTV: 



2012 
January 6, 2012, The Courier-Journal: 
 



2012 
January 9, 2012, Chief Seng Letter:  



2012 
January 12, 2012, Trustee Meeting:         



2012 
January 13 & 14, 2012, The Courier-Journal: 



2012 
January 13, 2012, WAVE3TV: 



2012 
January 17, 2012, WAVE3TV:           STMFD made a few runs, nothing serious.    WLKY 



2012 
January 18, 2012, The Courier-Journal:  



2012 
January 29, 2012, STMFD:     January 31, 2012, STMFD: 



2012 
January 31, 2012, Incident Report:       



2012 
February 2, 2012, The Courier-Journal & WAVE3TV:                              8833 Made run 



2012 
February 2, 2012, WLKYTV:                                                       8833 Made run 



2012 
February 2, 2012, WLKYTV:                                                       8833 Made run 



2012 
February 6, 2012, WAVE3TV:   February 6, 2012, WHASTV& WLKYTV: 



2012 
February 6, 2012, WDRBTV41: 



2012 
February 8, 2012, STMFD” 



2012 
February 20, 2012, The Courier-Journa1: 



2012 
February 20, 2012, Trustee Meeting:        



2012 
February 24, 2012, Courtesy Wiley Brewer.                   213 Merriman Road 
 
It started at noon today with a run for St. Matthews to Massie on a furnace motor burning in a 
basement . They were calling for fans to the upper floors and called in they could handle with first 
truck. While the others were clearing they put out the a house fire run to 213 Merriman Road. As 
soon as command car got there he said working fire.  It looked like clothes in the basement as you 
can see from the photo's.  St. Matthews, McMahan. Lyndon made the run. 



2012 
February 24, 2012, Courtesy Wiley Brewer.     February 29, 2012, Incident Report:           
              213 Merriman Road 

 
 
 

March 6, 2012, The Kentucky Standard: 
 
 

 



2012 
March 6, 2012, Chief Seng Letter:    March 8, 2012, Trustee Meeting:          



2012 
March 8, 2012, Trustee Meeting:         March 12, 2012, The Courier-Journal: 

    



2012 
March 14, 2012, WHAS11.com       STMFD responded to at least 3 accident/mitigation runs. 

http://www.whas11.com/home/Police-searching-for-2nd-suspect-after-police-chase--142643416.html?gallery=y&c=y&img=2&c=y&c=y
http://www.whas11.com/home/Police-searching-for-2nd-suspect-after-police-chase--142643416.html?gallery=y&c=y&img=4&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y
http://www.whas11.com/home/Police-searching-for-2nd-suspect-after-police-chase--142643416.html?gallery=y&c=y&img=5&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y
http://www.whas11.com/home/Police-searching-for-2nd-suspect-after-police-chase--142643416.html?gallery=y&c=y&img=6&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y


2012 
March 14, 2012, WHAS11.com       STMFD responded to at least 3 accident/mitigation runs. 

 
WLKY 

http://www.whas11.com/home/Police-searching-for-2nd-suspect-after-police-chase--142643416.html?gallery=y&c=y&img=7&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y
http://www.whas11.com/home/Police-searching-for-2nd-suspect-after-police-chase--142643416.html?gallery=y&c=y&img=8&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y
http://www.whas11.com/home/Police-searching-for-2nd-suspect-after-police-chase--142643416.html?gallery=y&c=y&img=9&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y
http://www.whas11.com/home/Police-searching-for-2nd-suspect-after-police-chase--142643416.html?gallery=y&c=y&img=10&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y
http://www.whas11.com/home/Police-searching-for-2nd-suspect-after-police-chase--142643416.html?gallery=y&c=y&img=11&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y


2012 
March 23, 2012:  Call at Extended Stay on Dutchman's  Lane, STMFD, Lyndon, McMahan re-
sponded. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Extended Stay on Dutchman's Lane. Food on the stove activated sprinkler and sprinkler put out 
the fire. Some smoke and the tenant and office manager were transported to separate hospitals. 
Manager mostly anxiety a little smoke. Tennant must have been asleep, transported for smoke to 
University. When FD tried to shut down sprinkler the valve broke. Had to call Water Company to 
shut off water from street. Had to shut down electric because of flooding of 3 floors of rooms and 
office. Could not allow tenants to stay with no sprinkler, water or electric.  
 
 



2012 
March 31, 2012, Incident Report:    Spring, 2012, The Leader—  Information on Firefighter 

Don Ryan 

 
April 9, 2012, STMFD: 
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April 13, 2012, Chief Seng Letter: 

 
April 13, 2012, Assessments: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



2012 
April 18, 2012, Trustee Meeting: 
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April 21, 2012, Former Board Member— William D. Hammer 
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April 23, 2012, Former firefighter— Blaine Bishop, Jr. 
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April 24, 2012, The Courier-Journal:            Former firefighter and Trustee Jim Graven 
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April 24, 2012, The Courier-Journal:            Former firefighter and Trustee Jim Graven 
 
 



2012 
 

April 26, 2012, The Courier-Journal:             Friend of  STMFD—was our radio system for years. 
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April 30, 2012, Incident Report:             
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May, 2012, Greater Tucson Fire Foundation page 2 of newsletter:      
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May 8, 2012, Chief Seng Letter:    May 10, 2012, Trustee Meeting: 
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May 10, 2012, Trustee Meeting:  May 29, 2012, WHASTV:      2602 & 2658 made this run 

WLKY 
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May 29, 2012, WLKYTV:                                  2602 & 2658 made this run 
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May 31, 2012, WLKYTV:                   Lyndon & McMahan responded                          
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May 31, 2012, WLKYTV:                   Lyndon & McMahan responded       
Comments from St. Matthews Chairman and PIO: 
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May 31, 2012, Incident Report:    June 2, 2012, The Courier-Journal:                                  

Former STMFD firefighter 
 

 
 



2012 
June 2, 2012, WLKYTV:                       
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June 2, 2012, WLKYTV:                       



2012 
June 2, 2012, WHAS11.com:                       
 
 
Lyndon FD $29,931.37 
St. Matthews VFD $62,000.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
From John Volkerding, of STMFD— 
 
Hey Al. 
I know you were Mr. Crusade for awhile at St. Mat-
thews. As young teen I still remember Al's Ace on the 
Blackboard. I helped that year. 
Today they gave us the 2 Mil award when I turned in this 
years $62,000. 
Hope all is well! 
John  
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June 9, 2012, The Courier-Journal:                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
June 9, 2012, WAVE3TV: 
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June 10, 2012, The Courier-Journal:      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
June 9, 2012, WAVE3TV:                  
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June 10, 2012, WHAS11.com: 
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June 10, 2012, The Courier-Journal:                        Former STMFD Firefighter: 
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June 12, 2012, The Courier-Journal: 
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June 12, 2012, Wdrb.com: 
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June 8, 2012, Chief Seng Letter:  June 14, 2012, Trustee Meeting:           This is the last 

meeting of Jack Monohan—    
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June 14, 2012, Trustee Meeting:           This is the last meeting of Jack Monohan—    
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June 14, 2012, Trustee Meeting:           This is the last meeting of Jack Monohan—    

 
June 22, 2012, The Courier-Journal 

 
 
 
 
 
 

June 23, 2012.  Phone call with Jack Monohan:  The vote was taken and it was one of the largest in 
Fire District history in Jefferson County.  Chris Mooser won the election and will be sworn in to 
tht board at the July meeting.  The June meeting would be Jack Monohan’s last official meeting. 
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John McKiernan “Jack” Monohan, III   

 
Firefighter 1951 to Present (June 2012) various short periods off, Lieutenant, Captain,  

Assistant Chief , Director, Trustee 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
1937, June 3, Born, St. Matthews, Kentucky.  The year his Dad joined STMFD. 
Attended Holy Trinity Grade School. 
1955, Graduated  Eastern High School. 
Attended Oklahoma A & M and majored in fire protection engineering, a two-year course. 
Attended Bellarmine College and was a track man running the 440. 
Worked for Kentucky Inspection Bureau for about 1 1/2 years. 
Joined Louisville Ladder Company after the Inspection Bureau, became a vice president and was 

with them until retirement. 
1951, June 3, Joined the St. Matthews Fire Volunteer Department. (age 14) 
1956, attained rank of Lieutenant (the youngest in the departments history at that time) at age 20.  
1958, May 21, William Kentnor Monohan born to Jack & Judy Monohan. 
1960, moved to 1311 Mill Race Road in Lyndon, gave up his being an officer. 
1963, May 25, Jack married Rose Marilyn Wilson and they lived at 3945 Kennison Avenue.. 
1964, January 19, John Stuart Monohan born to Jack & Marilyn Monohan. 
1965, became a Captain on the department. 
1967, April 29, Dana Marie Monohan born to Jack & Marilyn Monohan.  
1974, became Assistant Chief of the department. 
1974, teamed up with Al Ring and started collecting STMFD history for a possible future book on 

the department. 
1976, October 14:  Board meeting, Chief Monohan announced to the board that he would be retir-

ing from the Fire Department in the near future.  Along with this announcement he requested 
that Jack Monohan be appointed as Deputy Chief, and that Frank Florence be appointed As-
sistant Chief.  They would serve until the annual meeting in July 1977. (Jack Monohan de-
clined to be considered for Deputy Chief of the department, and Al Haeberlin was placed in 
that position.) 

1982, May 13, became member of the Board of Directors of the STMFD. 
1992, retired from Louisville Ladder. 
1993, June 3, retires from the department and left the board. 
2000, July, Elected again to the Board of Trustees where he  served until June 2012.  
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June 26, 2012, STMFD— 
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June 30, 2012, Incident Report: 
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June 30, 2012, Yearly Audit: 
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June 30, 2012, Yearly Audit: 
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July 3, 2012, The Courier-Journal:                     Former STMFD Firefighter 

Robert  E. “Bob” McGrath 
 

Firefighter January 13, 1970 to 1974 
 

August 29, 2943 — July 3, 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bob McGrath: Born  August 29,1943.  
Early retirement from US Post Office after 20 years due to injury. 
Bob now lives in Bowling Green, Ky near his son Patrick and his wife Vicky who are veterinari-
ans.  His daughter Julie resides in Louisville.  Bob has 3 grandchildren and is a great fan of metal 
detecting and enjoys travel.  While on the Department, Bob lived on Monohan Drive.   
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July, 2012, STMFD new Trustee Chris Mooser—July, 2012, STMFD Alumni Association— 
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July 16, 2012, Chiefs letter: 
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July 19, 2012, Trustee Meeting: 
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July 19, 2012, Trustee Meeting:    July 31, 2012, Incident Report: 
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August 5, 2012, The Courier-Journal: 
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August 5, 2012, The Courier-Journal: 
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August 5, 2012, The Courier-Journal: 
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August 5, 2012, The Courier-Journal: 
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August 5, 2012, The Courier-Journal: 
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August 6, 2012, The Courier-Journal: 
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August 6, 2012, The Courier-Journal: 
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August 6, 2012, The Courier-Journal: 
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August 6, 2012, The Courier-Journal: 
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August 6, 2012, The Courier-Journal: 
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August , 2012, Chiefs Letter: 
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August 9, 2012, Trustee Meeting: 
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August 9, 2012, Trustee Meeting: 
letter to Chief Frederick:    August 12, 2012, The Courier-Journal: 
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August 12, 2012, The Courier-Journal: 
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August 12, 2012, The Courier-Journal: 

 

NOTE;  August 10, STMFD, Lyndon and Harrods Creek 
held their Picnic/Reunion at St. Matthews Community 
Center.   
 

August 11, 2012 Rekindle/Connection 
STMFD—Lyndon—Harrods Creek 
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August 11, 2012 Rekindle/Connection    STMFD—Lyndon—Harrods Creek 
Courtesy Karen Ring: 
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Courtesy Wiley Brewer 



2012 
August 17, 2012, The Courier-Journal:              Former Trustee Faye P. Ellerkamp 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August 27, 2012, WDRBTV: 
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August 27, 2012, wave3tv: 
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August 28, 2012, The Courier-Journal: 
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August 31, 2012, Incident Report: 
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September 6, 2012, The Courier-Journal:                      STMFD made many calls in this storm. 
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September 7, 2012, The Courier-Journal:         STMFD, McMahan.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Courtesy Rick Tonini, PIO and Chairman of STMFD:           
 
2631 and 2658 dispatched on alarm sounding @5:17am. Almost immediately a second dispatch 
including 2659 and 5532 for structure fire. 2631 crossed over I-64 with smoke showing and work-
ing fire. The smoke was on the back of the building many of the occupants were already standing 
in parking lot. There was pretty heavy smoke on the first floor and less but still significant amount 
of smoke on 2 and 3. The fire was contained to a wall in the rear. This fire generated lots of smoke 
and we had to make sure no one was still in the rooms. We forced the doors on many rooms. We 
did find people still in the rooms and had two complaining with smoke inhalation. One was trans-
ported to Suburban Hospital but the other refused. The fire was smaller than it could have been 
had a water pipe joint had not come un-sweated by the heat and helped reduced the spread of the 
fire. The big push was making sure all were evacuated from the structure. The occupants were not 
allowed to remain in the building until plumbers and electricians made the building safe. 
 
FF Rickie Tapp (STMFD)  was injured very late in the in the process. He and another FF were 
trying to open a roof hatch type door that opened inward into the structure. The door was made of 
very heavy gauge steel and when the locks broke the door swing downward. FF Tapp was on a lad-
der when the door struck him in the head knocking him silly for a short while. I visited Rickie at 
Baptist Hosp. and although he was being thought of as ok he was having some scans before cutting 
him loose. 
Cleared scene around 8:am 
 
Rick Tonini 
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September 7, 2012, Wave3.com:          STMFD, McMahan.    
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September 7, 2012, whas11.com:                    STMFD, McMahan.    
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.whas11.com/home/Emergency-crews-working-fire-at-hotel-on-Browns-Lane-168889226.html?gallery=y&img=2&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y
http://www.whas11.com/home/Emergency-crews-working-fire-at-hotel-on-Browns-Lane-168889226.html?gallery=y&img=0&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y&c=y
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September 12, 2012, The Courier-Journal:     McMahan fire, Buechel, STMFD, Jeffersontown & 
Lyndon           2602, 2631 and 2659 made the run— 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2012 
September 12, 2012, The Courier-Journal:     McMahan fire, Buechel, STMFD, Jeffersontown & 
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September 12, 2012, WAVE3TV.com:       McMahan fire, Buechel, STMFD, Jeffersontown & 
Lyndon                2602, 2631 and 2659 made the run— 
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September 12, 2012, WLKYTV:         McMahan fire, Buechel, STMFD, Jeffersontown & Lyndon 
 2602, 2631 and 2659 made the run— 
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 2602, 2631 and 2659 made the run—                                      WDRB 
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September 13, 2012, Trustee Meeting: 
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September 13, 2012, Trustee Meeting:   September 30, 2012, Incident Report: 
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October 4, 2012, Charles W. “Bud” Rohmann former STMFD firefighter died: 
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October 7, 2012, WAVE3TV & WHAS:                   Lyndon, STMFD, Middletown & Worthington 

October 7, 2012, The Courier-Journal:   
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October 7, 2012, WAVE3TV:                   Lyndon, STMFD, Middletown & Worthington 
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October 7, 2012, WHASTV:                   Lyndon, STMFD, Middletown & Worthington 
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October 7, 2012, Courtesy Wiley Brewer:               Lyndon, STMFD, Middletown & Worthington 
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October 15, 2012, Chief’s Letter:    October 18, 2012, Trustee Meeting: 
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October 31, 2012, Incident Report:    October 31, 2012, Balance Sheet:   
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November 1, 2012, Arizona Daily Star:                  Former firefighter 
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November 12, 2012, STMFD: 
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November 14, 2012, Chief’s Letter:    November 19, 2012, Trustee meeting:   
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November 19, 2012, Trustee meeting:   
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November 20, 2012, The Courier-Journal 
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November 20, 2012, The Courier-Journal 
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November 30, 2012, Incident Report:    November 30, 2012, Balance Sheet:  
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December 7, 2012, Chiefs letter:   
 

December 11, 2012, STMFD, Moss Award: 

 
 
 



2012 
December 13, 2012, Trustee meeting:   
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December 19, 2012: 
 
Former STMFD firefighter Bill Dieckman died.  There was visitation December 29, 2012, at Kraft 
Funeral Home in New Albany, Indian and was buried at St. Mary's cemetery with funeral service 
at St. Benedicts church on December 31, 2012. 
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